
In most cases the instructions from Boise Fire were to shelter in place or to shut your doors and 
windows and turn off your heating and cooling system.  For any evacuation recommendations, people 
would have been told to evacuate the area, not just a building.   We understand that major disruptions 
like this cause a hardship and we take every effort to quickly and safely render a scene safe.  We have 
not been contacted by Interfaith Sanctuary and would be happy to assist them with their organization’s 
evacuation plans.   
 
Here is further information about how decisions are made in Hazmat situations.   
 
Fire Departments use the WISER phone application which provides protective action distances 
recommended by the Department of Transportation’s Emergency Response Guidebook (DOT ERG). In 
this case the product was Ammonia and the initial protective action distance of 500 feet in all directions 
was used. First responders are trained that when they are responding to hazardous material incidents, 
they are to Identify the product, Isolate the area using DOT ERG protective action distances, and Deny 
Access to the spill area. In this case, firefighters immediately called for Boise Police to establish a 
perimeter and shut down traffic in the area. There were people in the streets inside the 500’ perimeter 
that were told to evacuate the area. Additionally, while the incident commander on scene was 
coordinating the response from first responders and the Boise Fire Department Hazardous Materials 
Regional Response team, additional fire department commanders contacted Ada County Dispatch and 
had them send out a Code Red notification within ½ mile of the incident. This notification advised 
people within the ½ mile perimeter to shelter in place by closing all doors and windows and shut down 
their heating and cooling systems. Additionally, this message was sent out by BFD’s public information 
officer (PIO) using the department’s Twitter feed. There was continuous air monitoring within the 
isolation zone to determine levels of Ammonia in both toxicity and flammability. The air monitoring 
results we were getting supported the 500’ isolation zone. 
 
To sign up for Code Red please visit https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/BF01DC4DD213 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.coderedweb.com%2FCNE%2Fen-US%2FBF01DC4DD213&data=05%7C01%7CJBinkley%40KTVB.com%7Cf9116647b31e43e2f2de08daa7f01ec5%7Cccd8a79b7268413b878971f8b6f4c0df%7C1%7C0%7C638006946997229918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yaigEJOs7RTnGa5yty4ZqAq4lhGvi8%2Bwm1RKZMx4pAs%3D&reserved=0

